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“This conclusion is very surprising,” co-author David Thaler of the University of Basel is guoted as 
saying, “and | fought against it as hard as | could.” His co-author is fellow geneticist Mark Stoeckle 
of Rockefeller University in New York (3) 
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“The ad hoc modifications to neutral theory commonly proposed to account for low variation in 
individual cases, namely, recurrent bottlenecks or selective sweeps, struggle as general 
mechanisms. If bottlenecks limit variation, then a universal low ceiling implies recent population 
crashes for all species. This appears unlikely- almost a Noah’s Ark hypothesis-although perhaps 
long-term climate cycles might cause widespread periodic bottlenecks.” (8) 
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“In any case, one thing is clear: reconstructing the past is a complicated business and it is still full 
of surprises. There may be even bigger surprises in store.” 
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